
Youth Music Programme Stage One Applicant Guidance Notes
Module group: Learning and participation

Aim: To improve the musical and wider development of early 
years children at elevated risk through participation in creative 
music making.
Background 
Recent reviews of evidence (Lonie 2010) indicate 
that participation in music making supports key 
aspects of early childhood development. Studies 
continue to show that early intervention education 
programmes can support the personal and social 
development of young children. Whilst much early 
years funding focuses on first access to music 
making, the intention of this module is to work 
with groups of children at greater risk of delays in 
development compared to their peers (i.e. those 
with Special Educational Needs, those with English 
as a second language and those experiencing 
severe socio-economic disadvantage (ONS 2010)). 
Working with specialist practitioners and focusing on 
musical development alongside personal, emotional 
and communication development, this module 
aims to maximise the potential of early musical 
interventions with those in greatest need. 

It also aims to improve communication and musical 
expression between early years children and their 
parents/carers and share and promote learning 
beyond the delivery setting, particularly in the home. 

*Please note – Early Years children are aged 0-5 

Who we want to support 
Direct Beneficiaries: Early years children at 
elevated risk, parents and carers, workforce 
(music leaders and early years practitioners) host 
organisations. 

Indirect Beneficiaries: Wider families and 
communities of participants, wider workforce, other 
early years and music settings. 

Specific eligibility criteria 
1. Applicants are required to collaborate with 
appropriate agencies, organisations or individuals to 
ensure the additional needs of participants are met. 

2. Applicants are required to demonstrate 
knowledge of the environments and specific issues 
relating to intended participants and detail ways to 
minimise risk. 

Eligibility age of children 
0-5 

Guideline request amount 
£5,000 – £30,000 

Lifespan 
Minimum 6 months with end date on or before 30th 
April 2016

Required match funding 
10% 

Intended outcomes 
Generic 
1. To improve the quality and standards of music 
delivery for children and young people. 

2. To embed learning and effective practice in 
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host and partner organisations and share practice 
beyond the project. 

Module Specific 
3. To improve the personal, social and emotional 
development of young children at higher risk of delay 
through participation in creative musical activity. 

4. To improve the communication, language and 
literacy development of young children at higher risk 
of delay through participation in creative musical 
activity. 

5. Set by applicant. 

Guidance on activities 
For this module applicants may wish to consider 
music making with parents/carers and early 
years staff; methods that encourage improved 
communication between early years children and 
their peers; methods that encourage improved 
communication between children and their parents/
carers. 

Applicants could focus on settings (e.g. nurseries), 
content (e.g. specialist provision for children with 
special educational needs) or context (i.e. explicit 
contact with children at elevated risk or combined 
classes with a large proportion of children at 
elevated risk). 

Applicants may also wish to link proposals with 
wider early years agendas (e.g. Early Years 
Foundation Stage, Every Child a Talker). 

Suggested indicators 
• Language, communication and musical ability of 

participants. 
• Personal, social and emotional development of 

participants. 
• Communication between early years children and 

their parents/carers (musical and otherwise). 
• Levels of understanding of music for whole child 

development within and beyond the setting 
(including with families/carers) . 

• Skills of music leaders and early years 
practitioners in music making for early years 
children with additional needs. 

Other links and resources you might find useful 
• Early Years Evidence Review (Lonie 2010) 
• Tuning in to Children (Evans, 2011)
• Early Years Foundation Stage 
• Early Years resources on Youth Music Network 
• ONS Statistical First Release – Early Years 

Foundation Stage Profile Attainment by Pupil 
Characteristics, England 2009/10 

http://network.youthmusic.org.uk/sites/default/files/research/Early_years_evidence_review_2010.pdf
http://network.youthmusic.org.uk/resources/resource-packs/tuning-children
https://www.education.gov.uk/publications/standard/publicationDetail/Page1/DCSF-00261-2008
http://network.youthmusic.org.uk/category/topic/early-years
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/foundation-stage-profile-attainment-by-pupil-characteristics-england-academic-year-2009-to-2010
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/foundation-stage-profile-attainment-by-pupil-characteristics-england-academic-year-2009-to-2010
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/foundation-stage-profile-attainment-by-pupil-characteristics-england-academic-year-2009-to-2010

